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Number  of  UTOs 


records  show  that  701  siphtinps  were  recorded  between  October  and 

2/ 

December  of  that  year. 

Historical  Sif^htings  of  Aerial  Phenomena 

Prior  to  the  so-called  "modem  era"  {i.e,,  post-1947)  of  UPD 

activity,  unexplained  flyinp  objects  were  reported  less  frequently. 

Peaks  of  activity  are  discernible  in  the  18P2-1886  period,  as  wel]  as 

in  1887,  1906  and  1909  (see  Fifpire  2).  Written  sources,  rangin(»  from 

ancient  manuscripts  to  noted  newspapers  tell  of  pre-twentieth  century 

URj  sightings;  Jacques  Vallee,  author  of  Anatomy  of  a Phenomenon,  has 

IC/ 

assembled  a file  of  more  than  300  such  reports  for  that  period. 

After  1800,  sightings  became  more  numerous  and  were  better  doc- 
umented, both  in  the  public  and  professional  press.  The  explanations 
of  such  phenomena  involved  much  conjecture,  but  observers  increasingly 
sought  rational  criteria  against  which  to  test  observations. 

The  great  lesson  of  western  civilization  is  that  such 
a relation,  between  natural  phenomena,  cannot  be 
adequately  understood  on  the  basis  of  introspection, 
speculation  or  superstition,  but  requires  investigation. 

The  methods  and  techniques  of  investigation  are  what 
we  mean  by  science . 11/ 

Identification  of  Flying  Objects  (versus  UFOs) 

I 

To  evaluate  UFO  sightings,  the  Air  Force  has  established'  categories 

12/ 

of  identification,  based  upon  previous  experience  that  usually  permit 

* 

conversion  of  an  unidentified  flying  object  to  an  identifiable  one: 

Aircraft  — evaluations  are  made  on  the  basis  of  des- 
cription and  flight  characteristics.  Essential 
performance  elements  are  delineated  for  conventional, 
jet,  photo,  and  advertising  aircraft;  helicopters, 
and  refueling  missions. 
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rSARLi  NUMBER  OF  UR3  REPORTS  — 1815-1915 


Figure  2 


Chart  reproduced  with  psormiseion  of  Henry  Regnery  Company,  from 

Ph&RPmexion  by  Jacques  Vsllee  (Chicago,  1965),  following 
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Balloons  — evaluations  are  made  on  the  basis  of  descrip- 
tion and  flight  characteristics.  Essential  performance 
elements  are  delineated  for  weather  {low  level)  balloons, 
upper  research  balloons,  other  research  balloons  (e.g., 
pillow,  cluster,  mylar),  and  miscellaneous  (toy,  "hot 
air”)  balloons. 

Astronomical  sightings  — bright  stars,  planets,  comets, 
fireballs,  meteors,  auroral  streamers,  etc. 

Satellites  — evaluation  will  be  based  on  four  elements  of 
data:  time  of  sighting,  description  of  object,  direction 

of  flight,  and  duration  of  sighting. 

Other  — missiles,  reflections,  mirages,  searchlights,  birds, 
kites,  spurious  radar  indications,  fireworks,  flares. 

Those  UfO  reports  which  are  not  relegated  to  one  of  the  "Identified" 
categories  (above)  are  designated  either  under  "Insufficient  Data"  or  as 
"Unidentified".  Reports  categorized  as  "Insufficient  Data"  lack  one  or 
more  elements  of  critical  information:  every  effort  is  made  to  obtain  this 
data  in  order  to  perform  a meaningful  analysis. 

A sighting  is  considered  to  be  "Unidentified"  when  "a  report  apparently 
contains  all  pertinent  data  necessary  to  suggest  a valid  hypothesis  concern- 
ing the  cause  or  explanation  of  the  report  but  the  description  of  the  object 

UJ 

or  its  motion  cannot  be  correlated  with  any  known  object  or  phenomenon." 

The  role  of  the  analyst  who  must  evaluate  the  sighting  reports  is 

especially  demanding  because: 

The  attempted  identification  of  the  phenomena  observed 
is  generally  derived  from  human  impressions  and  inter- 
pretations and  not  from  scientific  devices  or  measure- 
ments. \U 

* 

The  French  student  of  UFO's,  Vallee,  agrees,  but  cautions  that  "We  must 
analyze  the  evidence  already  gathered  in  such  a way  that  we  neither  pre- 

i5/ 

suppose  nor  preexclude  any  possible  conclusion." 

U.S.  GOVERNMENT  MONITORING  OF  UFO  ACTIVm 

As  the  result  of  the  flurry  of  sightings  throughout  the  United  States 
following  Arnold's  observation  of  several  disc-shaped  objects,  a letter 
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was  sent  September  23,  1947  by  Lt.  Gen.  Nathan  Twinirif^,  Commander  of  the 

Air  Materiel  Commnri,  to  the  Office  of  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  U,  S.  Air 

Force,  expressinp  the  opinion  that  there  was  '’sufficient  substance  to  the 

1^ 

reports  to  warrant  detailed  study,"  On  December  30,  1947  the  Chief  of 
Staff,  Gen,  Carl  Spaatz,  directed  Gen,  Joseph  T.  McNamey,  Chief  of  the 


Air  Materiel  Comioand,  to  establish  a special  project  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting,  collating,  evaluating,  and  distributing  information  concerning 
UPO  sightings.  Thus,  "Project  Sign"  came  into  being  on  P'ebruary  11,  194P. 
Air  Force  Establishes  a Project 

In  February  of  1949,  the  Project  Sign  report  was  published,  stating 
that  on  the  basis  of  243  of  the  "best  documented"  reports  studied,  "no 
definite  evidence  was  available  to  confirm  or  disprove  the  actual 

I 

existence  of  unidentified  flying  objects  as  new  and  unknown  types  of 


aircraft. " 

On  December  16,  1948,  the  project  name  was  changed  to  "Grudge"; 
the  conclusions  reached  after  studying  244  reports  (best  documented) 
was  thaj;  the  phenomena  presented  no  threat  to  the  security  of  the  United 
States  and  that  the  vast  majority  of  sightings  were  misinterpretations  of 

w 


conventional  objects 


The  newly  formed  Department  of  the  Air  Force, 


then,  was  designated  as  the  Federal  Government’s  Instr'iment  for  "inves- 
tigating reports  on  unidentified  flying  objects  and  of  evaluating  any 
possible  thi'eat  to  our  national  security  tliat  such  objects  might  pose." 

In  March,  1952,  the  Air  Force  project  name  became  "Project  Blue 
Book",  which  remains  its  current  official  designation. 
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The  objectives  of  Project  Blue  Book  are  twofold:  first, 
to  determine  whether  UFOs  pose  a threat  to  the  security 
of  the  United  States;  and  second,  to  determine  whether 


UF03  exhibit  any  unique  scientific  information  or  advanced 
technoloffy  which  could  contribute  to  scientific  or  tech- 
nical research.’'  31/ 

Investigatory  Procedures 

When  a sighting  is  reported,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  air 
base  commander  closest  to  the  scene  to  investigate  the  occurrence,  inter- 
view the  witness{es),  and  complete  the  requisite  form.  The  documenta- 
tion (FTD  Form  I64)  is  forwarded  to  the  Aerial  Phenomena  Branch,  Foreign 
Technology  Division, , Air  Force  Systems  Command,  at  Wright-Patterson  Air 
Force  Base,  Ohio.  There  It  is  carefully  reviewed  by  Project  Blue  Book 
personnel,  and  a check  is  made,  as  appropriate,  with  the  cognizant 
specialty  groups  noted  below  If  a second  investigation  is  deemed 
necessary,  either  Air  Force  or  consultant  personnel  visit  the  scene  of 
the  incident,  and  submit  a further  report. 

Since  1955,  Project  Blue  Book  continues  to  Investigate  only  those 
sightings  which  are  reported  either  directly  to  the  Air  Force,  or  via 

some  law  enforcement  agency.  Only  sightings  within  the  continental 

22/ 

United  States  are  included  in  these  investigatory  efforts.  Informa- 

■ 

tion  is  prepared  by  the  USAF  Office  of  Information  for  the  general 
public  in  the  form  of  news  releases  and  "Fact  Sheets". 

n 

V 

Consultants  Provide  Expertise  in  Many  Aie  as 

In  the  day-to-day  treatment  of  UFO  sightings,  the  Air  Force  team 

utilizes  the  expertise  of  many  organizations  and  individuals  (see 

22/ 

Figure  3 >.  For  astronomical  sightings,  such  scientists  as  Dr.  J, 
Allen  Hynek,  Dr,  Charles  P,  Olivier,  and  Dr,  Donald  Menzel  are  used; 
also,  the  staffs  of  scientific  magazines  (Sky  and  Telescope,  etc.)  are 


Figure  3:  RiiPOrtfiNG,  INVESTIGATING,  AND  ANALIZIlfrUTO  SIGHTING 
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queried.  In  the  case  of  suapected  aircraft  sightings,  contact  is  made 
with  the  Air  Defense  Command,  the  Strategic  Air  Command,  local  airports, 
and  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency. 

Balloon  sightings  are  referred  to  one  or  more  of  the  following: 
Balloon  Control  Center  (Holloman  AFB) , U.S.  Weather  Bureau  (Ashvllle, 
N.C.),  local  airports  and  weather  stations,  and  various  industries 

(e.g,.  General  Mills)  and  xiniversities  which  are  conducting  balloon 

■ 

research  activities.  Satellite  information  is  checked  by  reference  to 
printed  ECHO  (the  large  reflector  satellite)  schedules,  NASA  satellite 
reports,  Smithsonian  North  and  South  Equatorial  Crossings,  and  the 
Space  Detection  and  Tracking  Systems  (SPADATS).  Missile  information  is 
obtained  by  contacting  Cape  Kennedy  (Fla.),  Vandenberg  AFB  (Calif.), 

Point  Magu  (Calif.),  Wallops  Island  (Va.),  or  military  units  involved 
in  special  exercises. 

* 

Special  Air  Force  analytical  groups,  and  on  occasion  Eastman 
Kodak  Co,,  handle  the  technical  aspects  of  radar  sightings  and  most 
photographic  reports.  Physical  specimens  suspected  of  connection  with 
the  sightings  are  processed  by  such  groups  as  Bat telle  Memorial  Institute 
(ceramics),  the  Air  Force  Materiel  Laboratory,  the  U.S.  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  Libby  Owens  and  Corning  Fibreglass  companies  (jjlass), 
and  certain  academic  groups  (e.g.,  Northwestern  University  Department 
of  Geology) , 
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Special 
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Ir.  aiidition  tt'  in-hrAJse  stuciies,,  the  Air  Force  contracted , with  an 


3.ndU5triA.l  consultant  in  19rlj, 


ior  £n  independent  analysis  leading  to: 


Special  Report  No 
datea  May  f).,  1955# 
is  discussed  belcw^ 


\h  (Analysis  of  _ReES!r:l4-o£.  Unidentified  Aerial  Obiects] 


The  methodology  use 


in  the  preparation  of  this  report 


Concurrently  with  this  independent  study,  the  A:r  Force  appointed  a 
Scientific  Advisory  Panel  chaired  by  the  late  Dr..  H,  P,  Robertson  (Califor 
ni,a  institute  of  Technology)  o This  five-man  panel  met  during  the  week  of 
January  lA^  1953.,  and  •examined  75  of  the  best  documented  UFO  caa*=!S  The 
panel  concluded  that  the  phenomena  presented  no  threat  to  the  security  of 
the  United  States,  It  furtnei*  recommended  that  the  Air  Force  deprive  the 
project  of  its  special  status,  which  would  aid  in  decreasing  the  mystery 
attached  to  tne  subject.  News  releases  and  all  matters  dealing  with  the 
public  would  be  handled  by  the  Office  of  Information  at  the  Secretary 
level. 


Air  Force  Retrul.atioa  *.oC-2 

In  1953,1  Air  Force  Regulation  200-2  (see  Appendix  A)  was  issued, 
which  established  the  responsibility  and  procedures  for  reporting  infor- 
mation and  evidence  on  UFO's,  and  for  releasing  Information  to  the  gen- 
eral public. 


This  regulation  established  tne  UFO  Program  to 

inve.stlgate  end  analyze  UFO's  over  the  United 

States,  Such  investigation  and  analysis  are 

directly  relat^Sd  to  Air  Force  responsibility  for 

the  defense  of  the  United  States.  25/ 

* 

A questionnaire  (see  Appendix  B)  was  prepared  for  use  in  documenting 
sightings  of  'unidentified  aerial  phenomenon,  ?*ntitlsd  ”U,  S Air  Force 


Technical  Infcrraation”  (FTD  Form  I64).  The  essential  elements  of  infor- 
mation to  be  reported  by  observers  Include  such  items  as  time  and  place 
of  sighting,  weather  conditions,  object  size  and  motion,  and  location  of 

26/ 

observer.  Procedures  were  established  — JANAP  146,  Cirvis,  Merlnt  — 
to  guide  the  other  military  services  in  reporting  UR)  sightings. 

Special  Report  No.  14 

Throughout  the  period  of  preparation  of  Special  Report  Ho.  14  by  the 
industrial  consultant  study  team,  emphasis  was  placed  on  a step-by-step, 
rational  analysis  of  sighting  data,  and  care  was  taken  to  place  the  report 
in  a standardized,  carefully  structured  form,  A procedure  then  was  devel- 
oped for  reducing  the  data  to  useable  form,  to  be  accomplished  in  four 
major  steps: 

1)  a systematic  listing  of  the  factors  necessary  to 
evaluate  the  observer  and  his  report,  and  to  identify 
the  unknown  object  observed 

2)  a standard  scheme  for  the  transfer  of  data  to  a 
mechanized  computation  system 

3)  an  orderly  means  of  relating  the  original  dat’’  to  all 
subsequent  forms 

4)  a consistent  procedure  for  the  identification  of  the 
phenomenon  described  by  the  original  data,  27/ 

A questionnaire  form  and  a coding  system  with  appropriate  work  sheets 

were  designed  and  a serial  numbering  system  was  established  for  sighting 

data.  Key  terminology  then  was  agreed  upon,  with  the  term  "Unit  Sighting" 

referring  to  the  actual  sighting,  and  "Object. Sighting"  referring  to  the 

2^ 

assumed  number  of  phenomena. 

Evaluation  of  sighting  reports  in  preparation  of  data  for  later  sta- 
tistical treatment  has  been  considered  to  be  critical.  The  standardized 

■■ 

procedure  in  Special  Report  No,  14  featured: 
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THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRt$S 
LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  iERVlCE 


PACTS  ABOUT  UNIDJill’ITlFIED  PLYING  OBJECTS 


Robert  L,  Chartrand 
Specialist  in  Science  and  Technology 
Science  Policy  Research  Division 

Assisted  By: 

William  P.  Brovin 

Analyst  in  Science  and  Technology 
Science  Policy  Research  Division 

May  5,  1966 

Washington,  O.C. 


1}  the  dfiduction  of  discrete  facts  from  data  uhich 

depended  on  human  iiTipressicra  rather  than  scientific 
raeasufementfl 

2)  the  rating  of  the  observer  and  his  report  as  determined 
from  available  information 

3)  the  determi nation  of  the  probable  identification  of  the 
phenomenon  observed*  22/ 

Categories  of  identification  included?  balloon  astronomical,,  aircraft j 

light  phenomenonj,  blrdsj  clouds  (dust,,  etc*)*  insufficient  information, 

20/ 

psychological  manifestations,  unknc ^0 and  ctner*  Identifications 

were  performed  in  two  •phases,  first  by  the  individual  who  first  made  the 


transcription  of  the  sighting  data,  and  second^  by  a conference  of  four 
persons  (two  from  the  Air  Force^  two  from  an  outside  lonsaitant  group) 

In  order  to  maximize  objectivity  and  tnoroughness  in  the  handling  of  this 
data* 


Thus,  the  study  team  worked  to  ensure  that  the  ccllection,  collation, 

and  interpretation  of  sighting  data  were  performed  according  to  the  proper 

procedures.  The  relationship  between  the  observed  fact  ner  se  and  the 

subsequent  interpretation  is  noted  by  Mcnzel  and  Boydj 

In  the  study  of  UFO  phenomena  this  question  of  ^evidence’ 
is  crucial.  The  careful  investigator  tries  always  to 
distinguish  sharply  between  an  observed  fact,  which  is 
evidence,  and  an  interpretation  of  that  fact,  which  is 
not  evidence  no  matter  how  reasonable  it  may  seem*  31/ 

Valleo,  in  his  discussion  of  report  handling,  goes  one  step  further 
in  urging  that  ”the  two  operations  - - maintaining  a file  of  reports  in 
accordance  with  official  regulations,  and  doing  research  on  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  reports  should  be  very  clearly  separated,  and 
separate  codes  should  be  used," 

■ 

To  best  analyze  sighting  data  on  unidentified  aerial  objects,  Special 
Report  No,  14  declares  that  the  Air  Force  should  engage  in  a "systematic 
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* sorting  and  tabulation  program  to  give  frequency  and  percentage  distribu- 
tions  of  the  important  characteristics  of  sightings.”  In  this  way, 
scrtingj  counting,  and  tabulating  of  information  from  the  punched  card 
abstracts  could  be  execut/ed,  and  further,  any  emerging  patterns  or 
trends  might  be  identified  and  used  in  future,  more  sophisticated  treat- 
ment using  statistical  methods. 

Attempts  to  Create  a ”Flylng  Saucer”  Model 

An  attempt  to  discern  meaningful  trends  and  patterns  in  Ui*X3  sight- 
ings then  was  made  by  analyzing  the  descriptions  of  the  physical  appear- 
ance, flight  characteristics,  and  other  significant  attributes  of  var- 
ious classes  of  URjs.  Of  the  434  ob.ject  sightings  identified  as  "Un- 
knowns”, only  12  were  described  in  enough  detail  that  they  could  serve 
as  the  basis  for  the  creation  of  a "flying  saucer  model”.  Other 
sighting  data  did,  however,  sometimes’  coincide  with  certain  features  of 

the  reported  UPOs  In  these  four  categories. 

2^ 

These  12  sightings  could  be  placed  in  four  categories  on  the 
basis  of  their  shapes: 


Figure  S 
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Figure  9 


Figure  10 
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As  a result  of  s^udyi^’,7  intensively  the  12  subject  cases,  the  study 
teait  was  unable  to  develop  a verified  mocel  of  a “flying  saucer** » How- 
ever., the  four  categories  of  reported  flying  objects  (as  shown  In 
Figures  4 through  12)  did  evolve  and  could  be  used  for  future  references. 

The  conclusions  contained  in  Special  Report  No,.  14  noted  that: 

it  is  considered  to  be  highly  improbable  that  reports 
of  unidentified  aerial  objects  examined  In  this  study 
represent  observations  of  technological  developments 
outside  of  the  range  of  present-day  scientific  know- 
ledge. It  is  emphasized  that  there  has  been  a complete 
lack  of  any  valid  evidence  of  physical  matter  in  any 
case  of  a reported  unidentified  aerial  object.  36/  ^ 

W 

Ad  IIocGoircnittee  cf  US.L?  licientific  Advisory  Board 


Early  in  1966;.  an  ad  hoc  committee  of  the  USAF  Scientific  Advisory 

Board  reviewed  the  resources  and  methods  of  investigation  prescribed  by 

Project  Blue  Book,  at  the  request  of  MaJ.  Gen,  E,  B.  LeBailly,  Secretary 

21/ 

of  the  Air  Force  Office  of  Information.  After  reviewing  the  findings 
of  the  1953  Robertson  panel,  and  hearing  briefings  by  Air  Force  Project 
Blue  Book  personnel,  the  committee  then  reviewed  selected  case  histories 
of  UFO  sightings. 


The  committee  felt  that  it  was  significant  that  in  spite  of  thousands 

of  hours  of  astronomical  observation  and  photographic  coverage,  “not  a 

« 

single  unidentified  object  has  been  reported  as  appearing  on'  any  of  these 

.22/ 


plates  or  beer  sighted  visually  in  all  these  o'cservatlons, " Finally, 

it  was  concluded  tiiau  “in  the  19  years  since  the  first  UFO  was  sighted 

there  has  been  no  evidence  that  unidentified  flying  objects  are  a threat 

22/ 


to  our  national  security."  However,  in  order  to  reduce  the  number  of 
reported  flying  objects  classified  as  “Unidentified",  the  reports  included 
recommendations  for  strengthening  the  project  staff,  contracting  with  a 
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few  selected  universities  to  assist  in  UPO  investigations,  initiation  of 

studies  in  depth  of  selected  cases,  an  expanded  form  (questionnaire)  for 

!£/ 

reporting,  and  wider  distribution  of  UPO  official  literature. 

Qj 

It  was  announced  on  April  21,  1966  by  Hep.  Gerald  R.  ?ord  that, 
the  United  States  Air  Force  has  contracted  with  a f»roup  of  scientist w to 
perform  an  independent  study  of  UFOs.  This  "in  depth"  anralysis  will 
commence  after  July  1,  and  will  concentrate  on  some  of  the  reports  which 
remain  unexplained  af.ter  investigation  through  established  Air  Force 
procedures . 

Special  Briefings  on  UPO  Activity 

Periodically,  the  attention  given  to  UPO  activity  by  the  public  ;;'k: 
news  media  has  caused  various  high  level  military  and  civilian  requests 
for  special  briefings.  In  October,  1956,  a briefing  was  given  by  Pro- 
ject Blue  Book  personnel  for  Ma j . Gen.  Millard  Lewis,  Director  of  Air 
Force  Intelligence  (DCS/Operations) . Less  than  a year  later,  on  Sep- 
tember 16,  1957,  the  Defense  Science  Board  was  briefed  on  the  status  of 
UPO  activity, 

■ 

a 

In  the  period  following  the  launching  of  Sputnik  I,  the  number  of 
reported  UPO  sightings  rose  spectacularly,  A special  briefing  was  con- 

I 

* 

ducted  during  January,  1958,  for  the 'Senate  Comini  ttee  on  Government 

ii2/ 

Operations  (Hon.  John  L.  McClellan,  chairman).  In  Aurnast  of  the  same 
year,  a briefing  was  held  for  the  Subcommittee  on  Atmospheric  Phenomena 
of  the  House  Select  Committee  on  Astronautics  and  Space  "Exploration  (Hon. 

uJ 

John  W.  McCormack,  chairman)* 

The  next  request  for  a special  briefing  was  not  recorded  by  Project 


Blue  Book  until  July,  1961,  when  Robert  Smart,  "chief  counsel",  to  Congre 
man  Joseph  E.  Karth,  was  given  a status  report  on  the  UPC  program. 


On  April  5>  1966,  Dr»  Harold  Broun,  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force, 

accompanied  by  Dr.  J Allen  Hynek  and  Maj.  Hector  Quintanilla,  Jr..,  UFO 

project  officer,  appeared  before  the  House  Committee  on  Armed  Services.. 

Dr.  Brown  assured  the  Committee  that: 

Although  the  past  18  years  of  investigating  unidentified 
flying  objects  have  not  identified  any  threat  to  our 
national  security,  or  evidence  that  the  unidentified 
objects  represent  developments  or  principles  beyond 
present-day  scientific  knowledge,  or  any  evidence  of  extra- 
terrestrial vehicles,  the  Air  Force  will  continue  to  in- 
vestigate such  phenomena  with  an  open  mind  and  with  the 
finest  technical  equipment  available,  46/ 

Later  in  the  testimony,  various  Committee  members  raised  questions 

regarding  UFOs  sighted  on  radar,  or  photographed.  Dr.  Hynek  estimated 

A2/ 

that  '’only  about  1 percent,  or  less"  of  the  cases  reported  to  the  Air 
Force  have  included  photographs,  i*Then  asked  what  percentage  of  the 
reported  incidents  in  the  United  States  have  been  viewed  on  radar  screens, 
Maj,  Quintanilla  indicated  "about  1,5  percent",  and  later  noted  that  "We 
have  no  radar  cases  which  are  unexplained," 

It  has  been  shown  that  several  groups  — Congressional,  senior  mil- 
itary,  and  scientific  — have  taken  an  interest  in  and  examined  evidence 
related  to  UFO  sightings.  The  great  majority  of  UFOs  have  been  identified 
as  known  objects  or  natural  conditions.  In  no  Instance  has  the  Air 

Force  or  any  other  official  group  purported  to  have  the  answer  regarding 

* 

the  existence  of  life  in  outer  space.  Lt.  Col.  Lawrence  J.  Tacker,  author 

of  Flying  Saucers  and  the  U,  S.  Air  Force,  emphasizes  this: 

It  is  important  to  state  once  again  that  the  United 
States  Air  Force  does  not  deny  the  possibility  that 
life  could  exist  on  other  planets  or  in  other  solar 
systems,  or  that  conditions  for  life  as  we  know  it  on 
earth  could  not  exist  somewhere  out  in  space.  y9/ 


PUBLIC  REACTION  T«JPO’S  W 

For  nearly  two  decades,  people  throughout  the  world  have  evincer!  n 
strong,  though  cyclical  Interest  in  UFOs.  The  reported  presence  of 
aerial  phenomena  has  held  psychological  significance  for  some,  quasi- 
scientific  importance  for  others,  and  a religious  connotation  for  yet 
others.  In  general,  there  are  two  main  groups  of  persons  who  study  UFC’s 

1,  -UFOlogists'  — serious,  scientific  student,?  of  the 
exciting  phenomena  now  taking  place  in  our  heavens 
... among  such  intellectually  curious  students  are 
numbered  today  many  outstanding  aviators,  space 
scientists,  engineers,  radar  experts,  college  pro- 
fessors, ministers,  high-ranking  officers  of  the 
armed  services,  and  others. 

2,  'contactees'  or  saucerians  — many  of  these  people 
purport  to  have  made  contact  with  those  whom  they 
call  the  space  people  — either  by  physical  means  or 
utilization  of  mysterious  and  mystical  techniques 
which  are  never  subject  to  objective  scientific  analy- 
sis or  other  kinds  of  demonstrable  proof.  50/ 

Dr.  Carl  Jung,  the  psychologist,  points  out  that  despite  the  mass 

of  observational  data  which  has  been  accrued,  "the  physical  reality  of 

Ui*X3s  remained  a problematical  matter." 

The  longer  the  uncertainty  lasted,  the  greater  became 
the  probability  that  this  obviously  complicated  phenomenon 
had  an  extremely  Important  psychic  component  as  well  as  a 
possible  physical  basis.  51/ 

The  psychological  significance  of  the  UFO,  then,  is  a factor  to  ho 

considered.  Sagan  states  that  "the  Interest  in  unidentified  flying  objec 

derives,  perhaps,  not  so  much  from  scientific  curiosity  as  from  unfulfilii 

religious  needs."  Whatever  the  significance  of  Ui'IDs  to  various  person 

dozens  of  organizations  have  been  organized  throughout  the  world  "to  col- 

■■ 

lect  UFD  reports  and  publish  'the  truth'  allegedly  suppressed  by  govern- 
ment  sources."  Some  of  these  groups  maintain  extensive  data  files, 
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disseminate  news  on  UPO  sightings,  and  send  their  own  Investigators  to 
interview  citizens-  who  have  seen  unidentified  aerial  objects. 

I j 

A literature  has  developed  on  the  subject,  ranging  from  the  serious 
to  the  remotely  relevant.  Many  of  the  civilian  organizations  feel  that 
the  Air  Force  effort  to  document  and  evaluate  sightings  is  inadequate, 
and  that  a full  Congressional  inquiry  on  the  subject  should  be  held. 
Manzel  and  Boyd  state  that  "most  UFO  organizations  cling  to  the  belief 
that  a conspiracy  exists  to  conceal  the  existence  of  extraterrestrial 
vehicles,  but  they  disagree  on  its  precise  composition," 

The  Air  Force  steadfastly  has  stated  that  it  "does  not  seek  to 
limit  discussion  on  such  reports  and  does  not  withhold  or  censor  any 

iS/ 

information  pertaining  to  this  unclassified  program."  Recommenda- 
tions  to  expand  the  Air  Force  project  now  are  under  consideration 
and  a consultant  group,  as  noted  above,  soon  will  undertake  an  inten- 
sive,  comprehensive  study  of  selected  facets  of  UFO  activity. 
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T/iij(  rciinlation  thu  WO  /'ro/rrfim  to  inwAii^ate  and  itnulyze  WO^g  the  United 

State Such  invei^tip^atimi  and  ntudygig  are  directly  related  (o  Air  Force  regponHihitiiy  far  the 
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of  air  defense — detection^  identiftcaiion^  interception^  and  dezirucUon*  All  comrruinderB  will 
comply  gtrictly  with  fhig  re^nlatitm^ 
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CicJicral  Information* 

Metiioris  for  TtAnsmitling  Reports 
Where  To  Submit  Ilc{Kirt8 
BiL^ic  Reporting  DaU  and  Forniat 
Negative  or  Tnapplieahlc  Data 
Comments  of  Preparing  OfRccr 
Claa-^ifjration 

Reporting  PliyBical  Evidenee 

SECTION  A— GENERAL 

1.  Explnnatiuii  of  Terms.  To  insure  proper  and 
uniform  usage  in  UFO  screenings,  investigations, 
and  reportings,  an  explanation  of  the  objects 
follows: 

a.  f^nwtifnr  or  known  objects: 

(1)  Aircraft,  builoous,  kites,  birds,  searrh- 
ligbt^i,  astronomical  l)odie.s  (meteors,  planets, 
stars,  comets),  pilotless  aircraft,  missiles,  satel- 
lites in  orbit,  and  others  identified  by  the  ob- 
server as  normal  appearing  objects. 

(2)  Flying  objects  detenu ined  to  he  air- 
crafr.  These  generally  appear  as  a result  of  ADIZ 
violation.^  and  often  protnpt  the  UFO  reports 
submitted  by  I lie  general  public.  They  are  read- 
ily idcntifialilo  as,  or  known  to  be.  aircraft,  but 
their  type,  purpose,  origin,  and  destination  are 
unknown.  Air  Defense  Command  is  responsible 


for  reports  of  “unknown”  aircraft,  whirii  .should 
not  be  reported  as  UFO’s  under  this  regulation. 

(3)  Aircraft  flares,  jet  exhausts,  condensa- 
tion trails,  Ijlinking  or  steady  lights  observed  at 
night,  lights  circling  or  near  airports  and  air- 
ways, and  other  phenomena  or  objects  known 
to  be  emanating  from,  or  to  be  indications  of, 
aircraft.  These  should  not  be  reported  under 
tins  regulation,  as  they  do  not  fall  within  the 
definition  of  a UFO. 

h,  f/mVfcnti/icd  Flying  Objects,  Any  aerial 
phenomena,  airborne  object  or  objects  wiiicii  arc 
unknown  or  appear  out  of  the  ordinary'  to  the 
observer  because  of  performance,  aerodynamic 
cliaractcristics,  or  unusual  features. 

2.  Objectives.  Air  Force  interest  in  UFO’s  i.s 
three- fold.  First,  as  a possible  threat  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  United  States  and  its  forces;  scc- 


Thia  rcKuintion  auperaedea  AFR  200—2,  14  September  19S9,  ea  amended. 
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AFR  200-2 


otulf  to  (it'U’niiim  tho  li'flttiii’jMoi'  Hririitilie  rhtir- 
(ictcristirs  of  !uiy  surii  l!FO'a;  Uiini.  to  exiilain 
or  idi'iitify  all  sinlitinna  as  dcsrnhed  In 

purut;rupli  H). 

a,  Air  Ihftiri.n'  Tltc  tjrc’tit  tiiajority  of  flyiiii; 
objocU  ri’porU'ii  loivo  l)t?cn  conventional,  farnii- 
inr  tliiiiga  of  no  tinviit  t»)  tiic  security  of 

the  United  States  and  its  [lossessiotiH.  However, 
since  tlic  possibility  exists  that  UFOs  reported 
may  be  hostile  or  new  foreipfii  air  vehicles  of 
unconventional  desifini  it  is  imperative  to  report 
sifilttinpa  rapidly,  faetoally,  ami  a.s  eotupletely 
as  ])ossil>lc, 

h.  Tccktticul  nnti  Sncntifir.  Tlie  Air  Force  will 
conriniic  to  collect  ami  analyze  reports  of  UFO’s 
until  ali  are  .scicntificaliy  or  technically  ex- 
plaiiieil  or  until  the  full  potciitiid  of  tlie  sipht- 
inps  has  been  exploited.  Tn  performing  this  task 
the  following  factors  are  of  great  importance: 

(1)  To  measure  scientific  advances,  the  Air 
Force  must  have  the  latest  ox]ieriniental  and  de- 
velopmental information  on  new  or  unique  air 
vehicles  or  weapons. 

(2)  The  possibility  exists  that  foreign 
countries  may  develop  air  vehicles  of  revolu- 
tionary configuration  or  propulsion, 

(3)  There  is  need  for  further  scientific 
knowledge  in  such  fields  as  geophysics,  astron- 
omy, and  physics  of  tlic  upper  atmosphere  which 
the  study  and  analysis  of  UFO's  and  similar 
aerial  plienonnaia  may  provide. 

(4)  The  rc|H)riing  of  all  jicrtinont  factors 
will  have  a direct  hearing  on  scientific  analyses 
and  conciiistons  of  UFO  siglvtings, 

c.  Reduction  of  Percentage  of  UFO  “Uniden- 
tifieds."  Air  Force  activities  must  reduce  the  per- 
centage of  unidentifieds  to  the  minimum.  Analy- 
sis thus  far  has  explained  all  but  a few  of  the 
sightings  reported.  Tliesc  unexplained  siglitings 
are  carried  statistically  as  imideivtifieda.  If  more 
immediate,  detailed,  objective  data  on  the  un- 
knowns had  been  availalile,  probably  these,  too. 
could  have  been  explained.  However,  because  of 
the  human  fai:tor?  involved,  and  the  fact  that 
analyses  of  UFO  sightings  depend  primarily  on 
the  personal  impressions  and  interpretations  of 
the  observers  rather  than  on  aceiirate  scientific 
data  or  facts  obtained  under  controlled  condi- 
tions, the  elimination  of  ail  unidentifieds  is  im- 
probable. 

3.  Rcaponsibiliti<?s ! 

a.  Reporting.  Base  con'r-iariviors  will  report  all 
information  and  evidence  ol  ^ rw,  in- 
cluding information  and  evidence  ■ ” % ' '' 

other  services,  Government  agencies,  anj 


liin  Mmnvh.  Iti urv  auihmurii  kj 
uiiihc  teU’phniK;  e dl,-  tnun  Hu-  mvi-sl,igatii*ii 
diret  L to  tin’  I'crcign  rrchritilogv  ib  vision 
itt:  ?l,  nf  ihr  Air  Kysu^nus  ( xuiurfifint! . 

Wri^ht-PuttiTi^oiJ  Air  b'mvv  liaso,  Ojijtj  fCi-riir- 
wuUt  3*7111,  exi-.  T\iv  purpoM*  of 

tlir  vnilii  iH  to  report  Int^ii  priority  firifliri^s,  (Set' 
Kcction  C.) 

h.  Ivr^efitignfion.  Thv  comihander  of  tin-  Air 
Force  ImBc  neru'est  tlie  location  of  the  lepurtni 
VyO  wiglitiii^  \vill  t,t*Ti(JorP  all  invOKti[;:iT  ivi-  ar‘- 
tino  nert»^;rjarv  la  Milm'jt  u i"omi)lctC  iniNat  rtipnrt 
of  u ffFO  TliC  initial  invosiifration  will 

iiiohifK'  ev(M‘y  rruo't  to  r^SijK  n tJn'  Aii 

Air  fjast'  atiMT  tiiMv  :uat  to  l!ie 

scene  of  a irT.  irtcfl  LM'O  will  lufiT  ihv 

itnmrdiiiW'h-  to  tlie  coinmanilcr  f.he 
iiearcbt  Air  Ftvnr  for  appropriate  notion, 

(See  pami^raplj  rSj 

c.  Aruilysis  Tlio  Ajr  Force  Systemi  Conmnuid 
Foreign  Tc'chnology  Division  will  anaiyze  and 
evaluate: 


(1)  Enlonimuon  ahii  evjfiencc  n’ported 
within  ihc  States  after  tiie  investi^ntors 

of  the  respoiiSii)le  Air  Force  base  nearest  the 
siglitin^r  iiave  exhuosted  iheir  ofTorU  to  identify 
the  UKO. 


(2)  Information  and  evidence  collected  in 
over.seu  arran. 

EXCEPTION:  The  AF6C  (FTD*,  independ- 
ently or  in  parlicipauon  with  pcrtincni.  Air 
Force  activiticb^  tnav  conduct  any  additional 
invcstif^atloiKs  necessary  to  further  or  conclude 
its  analyses  or  liodin^^s, 

<J.  Findings,  AFSC  {FTDj  will  prepare  a final 
report  on  each  sightinj;  afler  collection  and  unal- 
vsis  of  data,  and  will  forward  a copy  of  the  re- 
port to  HQ  USAF  tAFClN). 

c.  Public  Relations  and  Injonnation  Service^. 
The  ORice  of  Information,  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Air  Force,  will  be  responsible  for  re- 
leasing information  on  siRhtingSi  and,  in  coordi* 
nation  witli  AFSC  (FTD),  answTring  corre- 
spondence from  the  public  regarding  UFO's  iSee 
paragraphs  7 and  S,) 

‘ f*  Conyressionui  Inquiries,  The  Office  of  I.eg- 
ialative  Liaison  will: 

fl)  In  coordination  witii  tne  AFSC  (FTD\ 
and/or  the  Office  of  Information^  when  neces- 
sary, answ^er  all  congressional  mail  regarding 
UFO addrcs:,i‘d  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Air 
Force  and  ILadquarters  USAF, 

(2)  Forwaril  those  inquiries  which  are  sci- 
entific and  technical  to  the  FTD  for  in  forma- 
o:i  wdiich  to  base  u reply  The  FTD  wdll  rc- 
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AIR  FORCiL  REGULATION 
NO.  200-2 A 


DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  AIR  FORCE 

Waahinstoa,  90  March  JPC4 


liilclligcncc  AclivilicM 


UMUENTIFIED  FLYING  OBJECTS  (UFO) 


ATU  201^2,  20  Jtily  1962,  U chuiiiEf^fl  an  followi; 

;{.l.  FimUuffs.  AFSC  (1-TD)  will  propnrc  a final 
n'piu'l,  un  ouch  sightinK  after  collection  and 
unjilysis  nf  daUi.  When  iiiial  report  eontainti  in- 
Inrmuticm  of  sigiiificiuit  iiilolligciifie  value,  APSC 
(l”l’l))  will  forwunl  a ro]>v  of  tlio  report  to  HQ 
UriAK  {Ai'WINDE),  VWsl'i  DC  20.330. 

;ie.  Change  references  to  paragraphs  "7  and  8” 

In  “0  iiiul  7.” 

Ill,  Change  "or”  to  "of.” 

I».  Contnds.  I’rivutc  individuals  or  organiza- 
iinii.s  tk’.«iriiig  Air  Force  interviews,  briefings, 
lcctuiv.s,  or  private  discussions  on  UFUs  will 
!u!  insinicted  to  direct  their  requests  to  the 
( )l!icc  of  Infonnaiioii,  ORiec  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Air  Force.  Air  l'*orce  personnel,  other  than 
designated  investigators  (see  paragraph  3b)  and 
iliosc  of  the  Office  <if  Information,  will  not  con- 
tact private  iii<JividuuIs  on  UFO  eases,  nor  will 
they  di.seuss  their  operations  and  functions  with 
unaui  horized  persons,  unless  so  directed,  and  then 
only  on  a nced-to-know  basis, 

Du.  Change  references  to  paragraphs  "2  and  5” 
to  "1  and  4.” 

Dc.  Change  references  to  ptiragrapha  “7,  8,  9, 
and  b(2)"  to  "G,  7,  8,  and  b(2)(b).” 

By  OiiDEii  Of  THE  Secretaiiy  of  the  Ain  Force 


121).  Submit  reporlH  of  siglitings  over  3 day.-t  old 
by  letter;  however,  keep  the  use  of  letter  rcpfirts 
to  a minimum  in  reporting  initiid  .sightiug.s.  Thu 
delays  often  involved  in  processing  and  iraii.s- 
mitting  correspondence  through  nortnal  cliaimcl.s 
may  make  followup  investigations  difficult,  pro- 
ducing only  limited  usable  information.  Tliis 
factor  is  a necessary  consideration.  Reporting  by 
electrical  mean.s  will  eliminate  delays.  Sid>mit  a 
followup  and/or  complete  report  on  all  sightings 
itiillally  reported  electrically,  if  so  rcnucsled  by 
AFSC(FTD). 

i;{a(l).  Chiinge  "AFCIN”  to  "AFNIN,” 


1.3U.  Written  Jfeports.  Submit  all  letter  report.s 
(isusio  letters  and  followup  or  complete  nsjiorts) 
direct  to  AFSC  (h’TD),  Wright-Patterson  AFli, 
Dido.  4,51.33,  AFSC  (FTD)  will  distribute  the 
report-s  to  interested  intelligence  activities  in  the 
Uidtcd  States  and  to  the  Office  of  Information, 
if  necessary. 

13b  (1).  Delete. 

13b  (2).  Delete. 

16,  Change  reference  to  paragraph  “5”  to  "4.'' 
18,  Change  "TD-E”  to  "TDEW." 


Official  CURTIS  E.  LeMAY 

Chief  of  Staff 

R.  J.  PUGH 
Colonel,  USAF  _ 

Director  of  Adminislralive  iScri»icc«  ' 


lUr  II,  I,  ««riitiiiiiitT  Minfiitt  iit4 


itepTOduced  by  Library  of  Congress, 
iteference  Service  Kay  I966 


Lej;i  slative 


DISTRIBUTION:  S 


turn  this'  infnnnation  to  tlio  Officn  of  Lcgislii- 
tivc  I.inison  for  reply  to  tlvc  intpiiry. 

■h 

Ci)  Prori'Hi5  roqui^stsi  frtnn  ron^rossional 
souiTi^ii  in  urcordancc  \viL)i  v\FK  11^7. 

p:,  CooftcratwrK  All  Air  Korea  ju'tivitios  will 
t'ooj^rriitc  witli  Air  Korcc  inveKtip;utorH  to 

irh"urr  Hia  cront^micHl  and  [MT»mjvt  surrtess  of  in- 
vt'^t  i;^al  inns  and  afialyj^es.  Whan  raasibk\  this 
roojiarat ion  will  inrlu<la  furnisliinfj  air  or  firound 
transportiuion  and  otltor  assistance. 


‘1,  Giilihiaro-  The  thoruoj^hriess  and  quality  of 
;\  rcjiorf  or  inv<*siigation  *^1  UF(^*s  arc  limiLeri 
only  by  tiu^  skill  and  rcsnurncfnlncss  of  the  j>er- 
son  wlio  receives  llu*  initial  information  and/or 
prepan^s  the  rcporl.,  Tlic  UMdnlness  ancl  value 
of  any  repnri,  or  invcsLiiuUinn  flepend  on  the  ar- 
curaev  tuul  timeliness  of  contents.  Following: 
arc  iiiih  for  screeniniTt  evainatin^^  anfi  report- 
um 


u.  rarchil  study  of  the  lo^tic,  consistency,  and 
cohen'ncc  f‘f  tlic  obse^v^:^^s  report.  An  interview 
^vUti  tlie  c>hscrver  by  personnel  prc[>arinft  the  rc- 
[lort  y especial ly  vuhialde  in  dotf^runnir)^;  the 
stmreeV  reliability  and  tl^r  validity  of  the  in- 
formatioji  Factors  deserviiiK  t>artirtdur 

aUe'iitiun  arc  the  observe! a^c,  occupation,  and 
eduCiUion,  and  vclu-thcr  his  occupation  involves 
observation  rc“portin^;  or  technical  knowledge* 
A rc[}ort  statini^  ihat  a witness  is  completely  fa- 
ndliar  witli  certain  aspects  of  a sichting  shotdd 
indicate  his  or  her  s]/ecific  qualincations, 


b.  Theodolite  measurements  of  changes  or 
azimuth,  jind  elevation  and  angular  size. 

i\  Interception,  idcntifie at iorp  or  air  search,  if 
ujjprof>rijde  and  within  the  scope  of  air  defense 
regulations. 

d.  Wficn  feasible,  contact  wdth  local  aircraft 
comml  and  w^arning  (ACW)  units,  and  with 
pilots  and  crcw\s  of  aircraft  aloft  at  the  time 
and  place  of  sighting.  Aisa,  contact  wdth  any 
otlie.r  persons  or  organizations  that  may  have 
fncTijul  data  on  tlic  UFO  or  can  offer  corrobo- 
rating evidence— visual,  electronic,  or  other, 

e.  Consultation  wdth  military  or  civilian 
w*eather  inrccasters  for  data  on  tracks  of  weather 
iialloonfl  released  in  the  area  and  any  unusual 
meteoroingical  activity  whicii  may  have  a bear- 
ing on  the  UFO, 

f.  Consultation  with  navigators  and  astrono- 
mers in  the  area  to  determine  whether  any  as- 
trononncal  body  or  phenomenon  would  account 
for  the  sighting. 
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detennine  wj^her  the  sighting  could  have  bn^'n 
an  aircraft.  Local  units  of  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency  (FAA)  arc  often  of  jissistance  in  Uvis 
regard, 

Ik  (kintact  willi  persofiK  who  mivy  knrm^  of 
cxpciijiienlal  aircraft  of  unusual  configuration, 
rocket  and  guided  missile  firings,  or  fterial  tChLs 
in  the  area. 

i.  Contact  wirli  iihutographir  units  or  lahnra- 
rories.  Usually,  these  installations  Iiave  several 
cameras  fivnilahln  for  specialized  intdligcncc  nr 
investigative  w^ork,  Photograpliy  is  an  invaluable 
tool  for  use,  where  possible*  in  investigating  and 
analyzing  UFO  sightings,  fScc  paragraph  18), 

j.  Whenever  possible,  selecting  as  a l"FO 
sighting  investigator  an  individual  wdth  a sciA^m- 
tific  or  teclinical  l)ackgroun<]  as  well  as  expe- 
rience as  Jin  investigator. 

k.  Suimiis.sinn  of  reports  on  all  sightings  even 
though  identification  may  he  assumed  by  the 
prc(>anng  officer  under  paragrapli  16  of  this  regu- 
lation. 

5*  Reporting  UFO  Informal  tun.  Both  the  As- 
sistant Chief  of  Stall,  Tntctligenr'c,  Headquarters 
USAF,  and  the  Air  Dobmsc  (rommand  have  a 
direct  and  immediate  interest  in  the  facts  |»er- 
taining  to  IjFO's  reported  within  the  United 
States.  All  Air  Force  activities  will  conduct  UFO 
investigations  to  the  extent  necessary  for  their 
required  reporting  action  fsec  paragraplis  14,  15. 
and  IG).  No  activity  should  carry  an 'investiga- 
tion beyond  this  point,  unless  the  preparing  offi- 
cer believes  the  magnitude  fintclhgence  signifi- 
cance or  ])ublic  relations  aspects)  of  ilie  case 
warrant  full  scale  investigation.  The  officer  may 
contact  tlie  FTD  of  AFSC  (CLearwater  3-7111, 
ext  69216/66378)  at  Wright-Pat terson  Air  Force 
Base,  Ohio,  to  obtain  verbal  authority  for  con- 
tinued investigation. 


SECTION  B— PUBLIC  RELATIONS, 
INFORMATION,  CONTACTS,  AND 

RELEASES 


6.  Maintaining  Public  Relations.  The  Office  of 
Information  is  responsible  for; 

a*  In  coordination  with  the  AFSC  (FTD) 
when  necessary,  maintaining  contact  with  the 
fiublic  and  the  press  on  all  aspects  of  the  UFO 
program  and  its  related  activities* 

b.  Releasing  information  on  UFO  sightings 
and  results  of  investigations. 


g.  Contact  witli  military  and  civilian  tower 
operators,  air  operations  units,  and  airlines  to 


c.  Periodically  releasing  information  on  this 
subject  to  the  general  public. 


i 


3 


AFR  200-2 


I 


y 


j 

i 


\ 


t 


d.  Prucpssinff,  nnswmu^,  iuui  lukiuj;  iirtion  on 
cdrrcspondcnco  received  I'roin  the  ficiicriU  pub- 
lic, ))crtaininj!;  to  the  pul>lic  relation.^,  interest, 
and  informulional  nspccU  of  Uie  sijfjjcct.  (See 
l>amt;(';vph  8;)  'Hus  offire  will  forwiini  corre- 
iiI>ondeiice  lUul  queries  wliielt  are  purely  techni- 
cal and  seienhfir  to  AFSG  (FTDf  for  in  forma- 
tion on  %Wurli  10  base  a reply* 


7,  Kcleartiiij;  Information*  The  Office  of  Infur- 
matioiu  (MViee  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force, 
will  role:i£iC  to  the  public  or  unofficial  persons  or 
orjtanizatioJis  ail  information  or  releases  eoncern- 
inp;  UFO's,  rcftardlcss  of  origin  or  nature.  This 
includes  replies  to  correspondence  (except  con- 
gressional iiKpiinea)  submit  tcii  direct  to  the 
AFSC  {FTDi  and  other  Air  Force  activities  by 
private  iufiiviiluuls  requostint?  comments  or  re- 
sults of  anaiyses  and  investigations  of  sightings* 


8,  Exceptions*  In  response  to  local  inquiries  re- 
garding any  UFO  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  an 
Air  Force  ba*e.  the  commander  of  the  base  con- 
cerned mav  n^lease  information  to  the  press  or 
the  general  [uihlie  only  after  positive  identifica- 
tion of  tlic  sighting  as  a familiar  or  known  oi>- 
ject,  Tiio  comnuimier  must  exercise  care  not  to 
reveal  any  classific<I  aspects  of  the  sighting  or 
names  of  persons  making  reports.  (See  paragraph 
17.1  If  the  sighting  is  unexplainable  or  difficult 
to  identify,  because  of  insufficient  information  or 
inconsistencies,  the  only  statement  to  he  reloaRcd 
is  the  fact  that  tlic  sighting  is  under  investiga- 
tion and  information  regarding  it  will  be  avail- 
able at  a later  date.  After  completion  of  inves- 
tigative action,  the  commander  may  release  the 
fact  that  the  AFSC  (FTD)  will  review  and  an- 
alyze the  results  of  the  invc*Htigation.  He  will 
then  refer  any  furtlier  inquiries  to  the  local  Office 
of  Information. 


9*  Release  Iiy  Non-Air  Force  Sources,  If  news- 
men. writci\s^,  publi^ihei^,  or  private  individuals 
desire  to  release  unofficial  information  concern- 
ing a UFO  sigliting,  Air  Force  activities  wall 
make  every  effort  to  assure  that  the  atatements, 
theories,  opinions,  and  allegations  of  these  indi- 
viduals or  groups  arc  not  associated  with  or 
represented  as  officiai  information. 


i^KCTIOX  (^-TmvlbVHINfi  AXU 
SUHMnTlXn  litiFOUTS 


11.  Ueficral  Iiifoniiutiuu : 


a.  Paragraphs  2 and  5 will  ^erv<■  as  aid^  aufl 
guifiance  to  screenings,  invebtigatitmSi  and  re- 
portings. Paragrapli  14  eontams  an  outline  id  the 
reporting  format*  Activities  initially  roeoiving 
reports  of  aerial  olijccis  and  j>liennun'tia  wdi 
screen  the  information  to  determine  wIicLIkt  thi^ 
report  concerns  a valid  UFO  within  tlie  Uefini- 
tiun  of  [)aragraph  lb.  He]>orts  not  witliin  that 
definition  rio  not  refjiiire  further  action  under 
the  provisions  of  this  regulation. 


b.  To  assist  activities  and  personnel  respon- 
sililc  for  hamiling,  screening,  and  processing  in- 
itial, incoming  UFO  information*  a summary 
follows  of  the  general  sources  and  Ly[>es  of  re- 
ports: 


(1)  Generally,  initial  UFO  reports  originate 
from  twu  sonnies: 

la)  Civilian  lairline,  private,  and  pro- 
fessional ]>iluts,  tower  ofierators*  tt'clmical  p(T- 
sonneb  casual  obsci  viTs,  and  the  pid>lir  in  gen- 
eral), by  correspondence,  telepimnc  or  ]>crsonal 
interview ; 

(b)  Military  units  and  personnel  f pilots, 
observers,  radar  operators,  aircraft  control  iin<l 
warning  units*  etcj,  by  telephone,  electrical  mes- 
aage,  or  personal  interview*; 

(2 1 Generally^  UFO  reports  received  from 
civilian  sources  arc  of  two  types: 

(a)  Tliose  referring  strictly  to  an  ob- 
served UFO*  containing  eitlier  detailed  or  meager 
information ; 

fb)  Those  referring  only  in  [lart  io  an 
observed  UF'O*  but  primarily  requesting  infor- 
mation on  some  aspect  of  tlic  L"FO  jirogram, 

e.  Keports  considered  to  fall  primarily  in  a 
iniblic  relations  or  information  service  caiegory 
(see  paragraphs  7,  8,  9,  and  b(2)  above)  are  of 
primary  interest  to  tlic  Office  of  Information. 
UFO  data  sufficient  for  investigation  and/or 
analysis  may  be  extracted  before  referral  to  that 
office. 


10*  Contacti«*  Private  individuals  or  organiza- 
tions desiring  Air  Force  interviews,  briefings, 
locuires,  or  private  discussions  on  UFO's  wdll  cli- 
rccl  their  requests  to  the  Office  of  Information, 
(.office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force*  Air  Force 
personnel,  other  than  Uiosc  of  the  Office  of  In- 
formation, will  not  contact  private  individuals 
on  UFO  cases,  nor  will  they  discuss  their  oper- 
ations and  functions  with  unauthorutd 
unless  so  directed,  and  then  only  on  a "'ne^r-w- 
know'*  basis* 


12.  Mt^thods  fur  Transmitting  Repurts: 

a.  TogetluT  wdlh  any  necessary  screenings  an<l 
investigations  projiaralory  to  reporting,  report 
all  informati(;n  on  UFO's  promptly.  Electrical 
transmission  witli  a ‘'Priority''  prcccdenco  is  au- 
thorized for  rejKirts  under  3 days  from  date  of 
sighting*  Electrical ly  transmitted  reports  over 
3 days  old  should  carry  a Routine'*  precedence* 

b*  Submit  written  reports  of  sightings  over  3 
days  old  on  AF  Form  112,  ‘TruelHgonce  Report/* 
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ami  AF  Forui  112A,  'Tiijiph'mi'ai.  {u  AF  Vorw 
112"  tnc'c  |i'ira|^rilpiis  ]4  atitl  1,V}  ; l',owo\Tr,  ka‘j> 
tIu^  u^o  ol'  fornix  to  a mimtnnm  in 

inilial  Mjxlil  T\iv  liclays  nftrn  mvnlviMl  in 

nnd  [ral1^^llnlu^^;  At*  Fann  112 
ihiun^Ii  rii-'inm'W  nuiy  make  follovvup 
uatinii^  iii:licnli,  proiliH'inu  only  limitefi 
i ti lull nai ion.  Tnis  fa^'inr  is  a neri^ssary  ron^id- 
erntimi,  lirpuniuK  i/y  '‘leclriral  lui'an?!  will  eliir- 

inaio  il^daYf,  If  n'fpjesual  iiy  tin'  Al'SC  (I'TDf, 
AF  Fomri12  will  j'rovide  a foilo\vup  and/or 
rnmplrte  ivpoi  t of  ail  ltl^^s  tnilialiy  reporterl 
ok  cti  ;raily, 

13.  Vvliero  I'o  Sukmit  fU-porlti^: 

a.  Elfrtriral  Report^i.  Snlmiit  mulriplo  ari- 
drossofl  oloefrical  n'jmrtK  to: 


Si 


one  of  Uie  foliWiJi;'  LOrnusl  ileuti  of  a pin,  pua, 
dime,  niokrk  (imuUT,  k/ilf  rlollar,  bilvrr  dallur, 
hasebalk  izrap^  fruil , or  baskfLl  all)  holfl  in  the 
luind  ai  abmii  arni'n  l^!n^^tll. 

(3i  (adiiK 

(4  1 NnmhtT. 


fr>»  Fnnnaii(m*  if  murr  tluoi  une. 

\{\f  Any  dirtcernildo  ftaOui  es  or  deiaihs. 

d'ail,  trail,  or  oxhau^s^  inrliidin,^  hiKo  oi 
.samo  rom[iarf'd  to  isizo  ot  objca'tlis), 

fS)  Snniid;  if  Inward,  iloircril>c  Hntmd. 

tljl  uUior  jicrti  n-nt  or  uioLsual  features. 


h.  Dfiiirrifftion  of  Course  of  Objcctfs/: 


( 1 )  Air  defense  Coiiimanil,  Em  AFB,  C(»lo- 

raiio 

i2i  Air  Di  vis  inn  (Defoikse)  (For 

Uniiod  States  only) 

Alt  Foreo  Sysfenis  r*ommftnd,  Foroijrn 
ToolmnlojJtv  Hi  vision,  Wri|:h  I -Patterson  AFR, 
Oliio 

i4)  ileadqiiarters,  FSAI'  (AFCIN),  Wasli 
25  DC 

ifi)  Serretaiy  of  tlie  Air  Force  tSAFOIl, 
Wash  25  DC 


1>.  Written  Reports  innsie  letters  and  AF 
Form  112): 


il)  liasir  f^etters^  SohniU  all  Intler  reports 
ilirert  ti»  tiie  AFSC  iFTI'FL  The  AFSC  iFTD) 
uill  ilisLnbute  l1h‘  nqn>rls  to  intereslrd  Intclli- 
p>nee  activities  in  the  United  States  and  to  the 
Otlice  of  Inioimiition,  if  necessary. 


(2>  /IF  Form  US,  Siiluriir,  oripinal  report, 
a>  pTf ‘Scribed  in  "IntL'lli^em^o  Collection  I ns  t me- 
lion  iKM)/'  June  1954,  direct  to  HQ  I'SAF 
tAjAMXi  Wash  25  DC,  and  a cupv  to  AFSC 
iFTD). 


c.  Repi'frt^i  from  Citnlians,  Where  possible,  ad- 
vise civilian  sources  conlcinplatint^  reporting 
i.'FOs  to  submit  tlic  report,  for  processing  unci 
I rai*smission,  to  the  nearest  x\ir  Force  iiasc. 


]4.  Kui^ie  Reporting  Data  and  Format,  Show 
the  abbnn'inUim  at  tive  beginning  of  the 

text  of  all  electrical  reports  and  in  the  subject 
of  w'ritten  rciiorts.  Include  the  required  <iala  in 
all  report  in  the  order  shown  helow^ 

a.  Description  of  the  ObjectfsJ: 
tU  Shape. 

(2)  Size  enmpared  to  a known  object  (use 


(1)  Wbut  br^^t  called  ?}ie  attention  of  o\y- 
servcnsl  lo  tiie  tjl>j(^rt  (s)  V 

l21  Angle  vv  eievaunn  rkud  azimuth  of  ob- 
ject (s)  wbe*n  first  observed, 

(3)  Am  gif  or  eleviition  and  aziniUtli  ai  oli- 
jcrtfsl  u])Qn  disapi>earance. 

i4i  Dfscription  in  bight  jmth  and  maneu- 
vers of  objeelfs). 

i5i  How  diet  the  oljjecUflj  disaf>pear?  t In- 
stall taneously  to  tiie  North,  etc.) 

UVl  How  long  (were)  the  object (s)  visible? 
(Be  ^specific,  5 minutes,  J hourj  etc,) 

0.  .\fan7\er  of  Observation: 

(1)  Use  one  or  uriy  cnnil>inaM<in  uf  lur  fol- 
lowing itt?nis:  Crnund-visurd,  alr-visijul,  grour’id* 
electronic,  air-eiectronic.  Uf  clertronic,  specify 
type  of  radar.) 

(2 1 Statement  as  to  oj^tiral  aids  i telfsc0]>e.^, 
binoetiliirs,  etc.)  used  arui  tlescriptiun  tlicreoh 

(3)  If  tiie  sighting  occurred  while  air-borne, 
give  type  of  aircraft,  identificatiun  mirnber,  alli- 
tude,  heading,  speed,  and  home  station. 

ii.  Time  and  Date  of  Sighting: 

( U Zulu  time-date  grtfiiji  of  sighting. 

(2)  Light  conditions,  (Use  one  of  the  follow*- 
ing  terms:  Night,  day,  dawn,  dusk.) 

c.  I^ocation  of  Observerf s/.  Give  exact  Ian- 
tude  and  longitude  of  each  observer,  and/or 
gcc^grafilucal  position.  In  electrical  reports,  give 
a position  witli  reference  to  a knowm  lanciniark 
also,  such  as  ^*2mi  N of  Dcevillc";  “3mi  8W  of 
Blue  Lake/*  Typographical  errors  or  ‘^garbling** 
often  occur  in  electrically  transmitted  messages, 
making  location  piots  difficult  or  iinpossil)le. 
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alj:iost.  two  decades,  there  has  been  high  public  interest  in 
the  reported  sightings  oi  nany  hinds  ol  rysterious  objects  in  the 
slcj'.  These  aerial  phenomena  have  been  called  "Hying  saucers"  or 


Unidentified  flying  Objects"  ^UfO's)  ixsth  in  the  public  press  and 


in  oCi’icial  dccuneniiation. 

A series  oT  sightings  early  in  1966  caused  renewed  intei-est  in 

1/ 

t,he  subject,  and  the • lecretary  of  the  Air  force  was  requested  to 
provide  infornation  concerning  nir  force  activities  in  the  area  of 
reported  UFO's  to  the  Arned  Services  Comittee  of  the  U.  3.  House 
of  Representatives.  The  essential  elenents  oi  his  report  are  included 
in  this  study,  together  with  an  historical  perspective  and  details 

T 

regarding  the  development  of  reporting  and  evaluation  procedures 
for  handling  UFO  sighting  information. 

m 

Public  awareness  of  unusual  flying  objects  commenced  in  1947, 

now  considered  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  ’’modem  era"  of  sightings, 

and  has  continued  with  periodic  "waves"  of  activity  to  the  present. 

2/ 

Of  the  10,3^7  cases  investigated  'by  the  U,  S.  Air  Force  project 

i 

established  to  analyze  such  reports,  9,501  objects  have  been  identi- 
fied officially  as  bright  stars  and  planets,  comets  and  meteors, 
satellites,  balloons,  aircraft,  and  other  known  causes.  This  study 
is  concerned  with  those  sightings  in  which  the  flying  object  remained 
unidentified;  i.e.,  in  which  the  information  available  to  the  investi- 
gators is  not  adequate  for  analysis,  or  for  which  the  existing  informa- 

t 

tion  suggests  a hypothesis  but  the  object  or  phenomenon  explaining  it 


AFR  200-2 


V 


Example;  89  4riN,  192  71W  for  39  45N,  102  2lW. 

f.  IdmtiJyifuj  htfonnation  on  Ob&^rverf  sj : 

fl)  Civiliiin  — NiuVKi,  miu)ing  addrufi^, 

occupatioti,  ami  estimate  of  rclmbility, 

(2)  \Jilitary — Name,  ^nule,  orgivnizalioa, 
(Uity»  and  ostiniate  of  reliability* 

g*  Weather  and  Windn — Aloft  CondifiOTis  at 
Time  and  Fiacc  of  fightings: 

(1)  OliMcrverfs)  account  of  weather  eontli'’. 
tions* 

t2)  Heport  from  nearest  AWS  or  13*  S, 
Weather  Bureau  Office  of  wind  direction  and 
velocity  in  degrees  and  knots  at  surface,  6,000', 
10,000'^,  16,00tr,  20,000',  30,000',  50,000',  and 
80,000\  if  available* 

l3)  Ceiling* 

(4)  VisibilitJ^ 

(5)  Amount  of  cloud  cover. 

(6)  Tlmnderstorms  in  area  and  quadrant  in 
whici>  located* 

{ 7)  Vertical  temperature  gradient. 

h.  Any  other  unusual  activity  or  condition f 
mcteorologiral,  a*stronomicah  or  otherwise,  which 
might  account  for  the  sighting* 

Jnierception  or  identification  action  taken 
(siicii  action  is  authorized  whenever  feasible,  and 
in  compliance  with  existing  air  defense  direc- 
tives)* 

].  Location,  approximate  allitudCj  and  general 
tlirection  of  fliglit  of  any  air  traffic  or  balloon 
releases  in  the  area  which  miglit  possibly  account 
for  tile  sighting* 


10*  Coinmt'ulM  of  Prf'paring  Ofi'*et;r*  *i  ue  - 

paiiiig  wiii  uhiict'  u [>rdiiijiiiJiry  urtidy*>Li 

iind  u cuiiiincm  tut  itu:  |x-L',iide  cause'  ur  idi  utity 
of  tin‘  ohjeo  i,s  npor(ing,  tog'thf'r  wUi.  u 
stiiU'Uii'nt  .^upponiiig  his  coumicnt.  anU  auaivsis. 
He  will  iiiuLe  eviH  V on’ort  lu  pertiuf  nl 

items  of  lufuriHuLian  and  tu  U'sl  ail  po^sibKi 

leads,  chie-i,  and  liypathf;svs  ('one.*?  :!iC 

identity  or  cxplan.Jimi  of  liie  signiirig  iSee 
piirugmjdi  5./  'ric'  oifiri  r who  rt  ttrivi's 

the  rep  on  initiully  is  in  u hi‘tl<T  position 

to  comliirt  <lU  '*on'tlje-spfi[/'  ,-urvey  nr  t('lloAvu;i 
llum  ^ijbscqui;Ui  investigative  pe:*'‘')uni*l  ami 
analysis,  wlio  may  l>c  far  removed  rom  ti.'*  artVi, 
anft  wta.i  iruiy  arrive  tuu  lair  lo  vital  data 

or  the  missing  niioriinaiou  n eves;' ary  lur  l\nn 
cunelosions* 


17*  (ZiiiKHiiirniHMi*  Du  nul  rlas\^jfv  rif>ort^  un- 
less data  refpiesref'  ;n  parajjyfUpli  1-1  rrapUfe  rla>si- 
hcaLiom  CuL-^suy  reports  jiriniur+iy  to  [uoteci: 


a.  Names  ot  sources:  re|iurlmg  L*i'0's  and 
other  irrineipal  hnaflverl.  ;.v#  ^eque.^ted  by  these 
persons  or  comiderefl  ru'n^smnj ; 


b*  intclUgriirt.,  inve  >tigauve,  intercept,  or  ana- 
lytical or  procetiuros; 

c*  Location  of  rttdar  and  other  cla*ssifjtd  sites, 
units,  and  emupnient; 


Information  on 
and  eapabiiiti(*s 
or  devices  tliat 


certuin  typ<‘s^  oharactcris- 
of  c'lasHificd  aircraft,  mis- 
may  tie  imolved  m the 


Hi-  Reporting  Physical  Evldenee,  Report, 
promptly  the  exi.stenre  of  pliysical  cvi-tLi.ce 
'photographic  or  mutenui)  Mark  all  physical 
evidence  forwanieri  to  tfic  *4FSC  fFTD)  for  the 
attention  of  TD-ti,  *^crial  Fhenomcrui  Brancii. 


k.  Position  title  and  comjnents  of  the  prepare 
ing  officer,  including  lii«  preliminary  anaiysis  of 
the  jifjssiide  cause  of  the  sighting fi)*  (See  para- 
grapti  16d 

1*  ExiStGTice  of  phymeal  evidence^  such  as  ma- 
teria is  and  photographs* 


15-  Negative  or  Inapplicable  Data-  Even  tliough 
the  source  dooit  not  provide,  ur  an  interviewer 
has  not  iiskcd  for  specific  information,  do  not  use 
the  ^'negaiivT*'  or  '^unidentified'^  before 

exhausting  loirical  leads  to  obtain  the  informa- 


tion outlined  under  paragraph  14.  For  example, 
information  on  weather  conditicm  in  the  area, 
as  requested  in  paragraph  Hg,  is  obtainable  from 
the  local  military  or  civilian  weather  facility* 
Use  tlic  plirasc  "not  applicable  (N/A)"  only 
when  the  question  does  not  apply  to  the  particu- 
lar sighting  under  investigation. 


d*  i^/tofopmp/iic. 

U)  Still  Photographs.  Forwv^ii'd  the  ncKittivc: 
and  tw"i  prints.  Title  the  prints  and  tlio  negatives, 
or  imiicate  the  place,  Lime,  and  date  of  tiie  inci- 
dent. 

(2)  Motio?}  Pirtvres,  Ohiain  the  original 
film*  P3xaminc  tlie  film  strip  for  apparent  cuts, 
Alterations,  obliUTarions,  or  ^lefia^U.  In  the  rc- 
[>ort  commcjii  on  any  inviiulanues,  pariicularly 
those  received  from  otiier  than  ofiicial  sources, 


(3)  Supplemental  Photographic  Injonna- 
lion.  Negatives  and  pnriLs  often  are  insufficient 
to  provide  rertain  valid  data  or  to  permit  firm 
cunelusiuns,  (See  AFM  200-9 — a classifies!  df^cu- 
ment  receiving  limited  tiistrihuiion*)  Ir.furmaiicn 
that  will  aid  in  ploUiug  or  in  estimating  dis- 
tances, apparent  size  and  nauire  of  object,  prob- 
able veJorilv,  and  movcnientJ?  inci tides: 
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Ty]»c  nnfl  iiiftko  of  camera, 
il>(  Type,  focal  lonRlli,  anti  make  of  lens, 
(f ) Umnd  and  type  of  film, 
lilt  SlitilU’r  spood  used, 

(c)  Lens  oponini;  used ; that  is,  "f”  stop, 
(f)  Fillers  used, 

l |;)  Was  t ripod  or  solid  stand  used, 

III)  Was ''panning”  used, 
li)  ICxaci  direction  camera  was  pointinR 
with  relation  to  true  norlli,  and  its  anplc  with 
respect  lo  the  j;round. 

(4)  Other  Camera  Data.  If  supplemental 
informiilion  is  imohtainahlr,  the  minimum  cam- 
era data  required  arc  the  type  of  camera,  and 
tlic  smallest  and  larRcsi  "f'  stop  and  shutter- 
s])eed  readings  of  the  camera. 

(.')}  Radar,  Forward  two  copies  of  each  still- 
eamcra  photOj;raphic  print.  Title  radarBCopc 
pilot opraphie  prints  in  accordance  with  AFR 

By  Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force: 


OFnciAL: 


9S-7.  Classify  radarsenpe  photographs  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  XII,  AFR  20.'>-l  , 10  June  1000. 

NOTE:  If  poasihic,  develop  photonrapldc  film 
before  forw.’irdinn.  Mark  any  unde. vein) >ed  film 
conspicuuuhiy  to  indicate  thiA  fact,  to  avoiil  ilc- 
struction  by  exposure  during  examinations  en 
route  through  mail  channels  to  final  uddrc.sseca. 

h.  A/«fcrini.  Each  Air  Force  echelon  receiving 
suspected  or  actual  UFO  material  will  stifeguanl 
it  in  a manner  to  jirevcnt  any  defacing  ur  alie.'a. 
lions  which  might  reduce  its  value  for  intelli- 
gence exainination  and  analysi.s. 

c.  Photo(fraph,i,  Afofion  Pictures,  anil  ,Vcf;u- 
iSufimfUcd  by  /ndiVidunis.  Individuals  often 
Btihmit  photographic  and  motion  picture  ma- 
terial as  part  of  their  UFO  reporLs.  All  original 
material  rtuhmitted  will  be  returned  to  tlie  indi- 
vidual after  completion  of  necessary  studies, 
analyses,  and  duplication  by  the  Air  Force. 


CURTIS  E.  LcMAY 
Chief  of  Staff 


R.  .i.  I’UOn 
(■.'olonci,  USAF 

Director  of  Adminisirative  Services 
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U.S.  AIR  FORCE  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION 


This  questionnaire  has  been  prepared  so  that  you  can  give  the  U*S-  Air  Force  as  much 
information  as  possible  concerning  the  unidentified  aerJot  phenomenon  fhot  you  hove  observed, 
please  try  to  onswer  as  mony  questions  os  you  possibly  con.  The  information  that  you  give  will 
be  used  for  reseorch  purposes.  Your  narne  will  oof  be  used  in  connectior^  with  any  ttotementS| 
conclusions,  or  publications  without  your  permission.  We  request  this  personal  informotion  so 
that  if  it  is  deemed  necessary,  we  may  contact  you  for  further  details, 


t.  When  did  you  see  the  object? 


2f  Time  of  doy: 


Hour 


Mieuta  % 


Doy 


Month 


Yoor 


(Circle  One): 


A.M. 


P*M. 


3.  T 


ime  iLone: 


fCiVc/e  One): 


a.  Eastern 

b.  Central 

c.  Mountain 

d.  Pocific 

e.  Other  — 


(CircfeOne);  o,  Doylight  Saving 

b.  Standord 


4,  Where  were  you  when  you  sow  the  object? 


Nooroit  Po«tol  Addroi* 


City  or  Town 


Sreto  or  County 


• H^w  long  was  object  in  sight?  {Totol  Durdtion) 

o.  Cortoin 
b.  Fairly  certain 

5.1  How  woi  time  in  sight  determined? 


5t2  Wos  object  in  sight  continuously? 


Hours 


Minutoi 


Seconds 


c.  Not  very  sure 

d.  Just  o guest 


Ye* 


No 


6*  Whot  wos  the  condition  of  the  sky? 

DAY 

0,  Bright 
b.  Cloudy 


NIGHT 

a.  Bright 

b.  Cloudy 


7*  IF  you  sow  the  object  during  DAYLlGHTj  where  wos  the  SUN  located  os  you  looked  Ot  the  object? 


(Circii 


Onm):  a. 
b. 


In  front  of  you 
In  bock  of  you 
To  your  right 


To  your  left 
Overhead 
Don*t  remember 


ern  ijCv*  Reproduced  by  Library  of  Congresa,  Legislative  Reference  Service 
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8.  IF  you  saw  the  obiect  ot  NIGHT,  what  did  you  oof  ice  co^cemmg  the  STARS  and  MOON? 
8,1  STARS  fC/rcfe  Ore):  8.2  MOON  (Cir€:h  Onelr 


Q-  None 
b-  A few 

c.  Mony 

d.  Don't  remember 


O.  Bright  moonlight 
b*  Dull  monnifqKt 

c.  No  moonlight  --  pitch  dark 

d.  Don't  remember 


9.  What  were  the  weother  cor^ditfons  et  the  time  you  sow  +A#  object? 


CLOUDS  (Circ/e 

Of  Cleor  sky 
b.  Holy 

c*  Scottered  cloud* 
d«  Thick  or  heovy  c^^uds 


WEATHER  fCirc/e  One): 

a.  Dry 

b.  Fop,  or  light  r^in 

c*  MOdernr«  nr  heovy  roin 
d*  Snow 

e<  Don'*  fomember 


10+  The  object  oooeored:  (Circle  One): 


o.  Solid 

b,  Transporent 
C+  Vapor 


d,  A«i  o light 

e.  Don't  remember 


Hi  If  it  oppeored  os  o tich*,  wot  it  bi^igihter  then  the  brightest  Ftors?  (Circle  One); 


0.  Brighter 
b*  Dimmer 


c.  About  the  somr 
di  Don*t  know 


11,1  CotnpOre  brighfn-'ss  n Sofrui  comthon  obfoef: 


12i  The  edges  of  the  object  were: 


(Circle  One):  o. 

b. 


fuzry  Or  bhirred 
bright  itor 
ShO'riy  outlined 
Dor** 


c*  0*hor 


•i 


13+  Did  the  object: 


Q,  App»or  to  stnnd  still  nt  any  time? 
b.  Suddenly  soeed  up  ond  rush  owoy  et  ony  time? 
c+  Breok  uD  into  -v  e»olode^ 

d.  Give  nff 

e.  Change  bright-i-^s? 
f+  Change  shape? 

9+  Flash  or  flicker^ 
hp  Disappear  ord  r^oppecr? 


(Circle  One  for  each 

auestion) 

Yea 

No 

Don't  know 

* Vws 

No 

Don't  know 

trs 

No 

Don't  know 

Yes 

No 

Don't  know 

‘ Yes 

No 

Don't  know 

Yes 

No 

Don't  know 

y-« 

No 

Don't  know 

Yes 

No 

Don't  know 

- 


30,  Hov4i  you  ever  seen  Si&,  or  a sirmlar  object  before.  If  so  give  date  or  dates  ond  location. 


il.  Was  anyone  else  with  you  ot  the  time  you  sow  the  object?  fCirc/e  One) 


Yes 


No 


31.1  IF  you  answered  YES,  did  they  see  the  object  too?  fOrc/o  One) 


Yes 


No 


31,2  Ptftose  list  theif  names  and  oddrestes; 


Please  give  the  foliowing  mformation  obput  yourself: 


NAME 


Last  Kam« 


F irit  Horn* 


M>^d  Ncpm* 


ADO.^tlSS 


Street 


Cif' 


Z on« 


Stef® 


TELt PHONE  NUMBER 


AGE 


SEX 


irvdicare  ony  odditio'^al  informotjon  about  yours* If,  inciuding  any  special  experience,  whici''  i-t-unt  perttfierit. 


3.  iV(,er>  Ond  to  whom  did  you  report  that  you  had  seen  the  object? 


Doy 


Month 


Year 


In  th«  {ollow^ing  fktttch,  imagirifl  thof  you  oro  at  th*  point  fthown.  Ploca  on  **A"  on  the  curvod  Wnm  ro  *how  ho^ 
high  fh«  objecf  wot  obovo  the  horizon  (skylino)  whon  you  first  tow  it.  Ploca  Q "B"  on  the  tome  curved  line  to 
thow  how  high  the  object  wot  obove  the  horizon  (ikyline)  when  you  last  tow  it.  Place  an  "A**  on  the  compoti 
when  you  first  %qw  tt.  Ploce  o "B*'  on  the  compott  where  you  /oft  taw  the  object. 


Drew  o picture  thot  will  show  the  motion  that  the  object  or  objects  mode,  place  an  "A** 
poth,  o at  the  end  oi  the  poth^  ond  uhy  changes  in  direction  during  the  course 


I 


j 29.  IF  there  was  MORE  THAN  ONE  object,  then  how  many  were  there? 


j Draw  a picture  of  how  they  ware  arronged,  and  put  an  orrow  to  show  the  direction  thot  they  were  traveling. 

I 


i: 

! 

^ i 

t 

I 

V 
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20 1 Do  you  think  you  can  estimotn  tho  speed  oi  ti>e  ob|ect? 


(Circ/e  One  I 


Yes 


No 


IF  you  onswefed  YES,  then  what'  speed  would  you  estimate? 


w 

\ 


21.  Do  you  think  you  con  estimote  how  tor  away  from  you  the  ob|ecf  was? 


I 


i‘fc/e  Orp-  i 


Yes 


No 


IF  you  onswored  Yf  S,  then  how  tn,  nwoy  would  you  soy  it  wos? 


I 22.  Where  were  you  located  when  you  sow  the  object? 


23.  Were  you  fCifv/e  Oncj 


{Circle  One): 

Q.  Inside  o buildiftg 

b.  In  u cor 

c.  Outdoors 

d.  In  iin  airpiooe  <r\  pe 

e.  At  ’'CO 

f Other 


o. 


b. 

c. 

d. 


In  the  business  section  of  o city? 

!n  the  residentiot  section  of  o city? 
in  open  countryside? 

Near  on  Dirt  r. Id? 


g Ov‘■^r  u Liity? 


f.  Flying  ovei  open  coun*n/? 

g.  Other  


t 

5 24.  IF  you  were 


Nij.  IN  AN  Ai^TOmOBILE  or  other  vehicle  ot  the  time,  then  complete  "he  roUewing  4uosi 


24.1  What  direction  were  you  moving?  fCiVc/e  One) 


o.  North 
b.  Northeast 


Eost 

d,  Southeas* 


e.  South 

f.  Southwest 


g.  West 

h.  Nortr.wost 


24.2  How  tost  wtffp  you  moving?  . 


_frites  oer  hour. 


i4,3  Did  you  stop  »-t  onv  v/rite  you  were  took  mg  at  the  object? 


. lo  C ; 


, .o 


^ /r=s? 


. ->!-3  . '.bsofv'*  rhe  oh  ■ 

a.  tiyeglosses 

b.  Sun  dosses 
" Wir.dsHieiH 


? i i gf<  an  / d tfi e fo  1 1 C w i n o ? 


d.  W'indow  gtor,* 


; * & 
■ 05 


k I . " 
i , f T 

* 

. \ j 

'tU 

.‘■J  j 


c.  Binocui'irs 
t.  Tele  ^cilpe 

g.  Theodolite 

h.  Other  


e 5 

V li : 

y e ■» 


■Jo 


26.  In  order  thai 


jn  give  os  clear  a picture  as  possible  of  what  you  saw,  desc  ib«  your  own  words  o corr  iriLn 


ob;ect  or  objects  which,  wrien  plac'*d  up  in  the  sky,  would  give  the  some  oppearancu  js  the  object  which  you  sow. 


IB  I 


> 


14.  Did  the  obiect  disoppeor  while  you 


wotching  if?  |f  lo,  how? 


t 

f 


15.  Did  the  object  move  behind  something  at  any  time,  particularly  a cloud? 


(Circio  One): 

It  moved  behind; 


Ye^ 


No 


Don't  Know. 


IF  you  answered  YES,  then  tell  what 


\ 16.  Did  the  object  move  in  front  of  something  ot  ony  time,  porticulorly  a cloud? 


( Circle  One): 
in  front  of. 


Yes 


No 


Don’t  Know. 


IF  you  onswered  YES,  then  tell  who 


t 

t 


17.  Tell  in  o few  words  the  following  things  about  the  object: 
a,  Sound  . ^ 


o.  i_oior  _ 


( 1 


8. 


We  wish  to  know  the  ongular  si*o.  Hold  o motch  stick  ot  arm's  length  in  line  with  a known  object  ond  note  how 
much  of  the  object  is  covered  by  the  head  of  the  match.  If  you  hod  performed  this  experiment  at  the  time  of  the 
sighting,  how  much  of  the  object  would  have  been  covered  by  the  match  heod? 


1 


i 


* I 

: 19.  D row  a piclure  that  will  show  the  shape  of  the  object  or  objects.  Lobel  ond  include  in  your  sketch  ony  details  | 

of  the  object  that  you  sow  such  as  wings,  protrusions,  etc.,  and  especially  exhaust  trails  or  vopor  trails. 

I 

Place  on  arrow  beside  the  drawing  to  show  the  direction  the  object  wot  moving. 

I 

I 


I 
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i-'or  alj;iost<  two  decades,  there  has  been  high  public  interest  in 

4- 

the  reported  sightings  oi  nany  kinds  ol  iriysterious  objects  in  the 
sliy'.  These  aerial  phenomena  have  been  called  ‘Tlying  saucers"  or 
"Uniden tilled  Tlying  Objects"  (U/O's)  both  in  the  public  press  and 
in  oTi'ioial  dccunenoation . 


A series  of  sightings  early  in  1966  caused  renewed  interest  in 


the  subject,  and  the 'oecretary  oT  the  Air  J’orcc  was  requested 


'1  i/  to 


provide  inlornation  concerning  Air  lorce  activities  in  the  area  of 
reported  UFO's  to  the  Arr.ed.  Services  Connittee  of  the  U.  3.  House 
of  Representatives,  The  essential  elements  of  his  report  are  included 
in  this  study,  together  with  an  historical  perspective  and  details 
regarding  the  development  of  reporting  and  evaluation  procedures 
for  handling  UFO  sighting  information. 

Public  awareness  of  unusual  flying  objects  commenced  in  1947, 
now  considered  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  "modem  era"  of  sightings, 
and  has  continued  with  periodic  "waves"  of  activity  to  the  present. 

Of  the  10,147  cases  investigated  ^by  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  project 

I 

established  to  analyze  such  reports,  9,501  objects  have  been  identi- 
fied officially  as  bright  stars  and  planets,  comets  and  meteors, 
satellites,  balloons,  aircraft,  and  other  known  causes.  This  study 
is  concerned  with  those  sightings  in  which  the  flying  object  rcTnained 
unidentified;  i.e.,  in  which  the  information  available  to  the  investi- 
gators is  not  adequate  for  analysis,  or  for  which  the  existing  informa- 

w 

tlon  suggests  a hypothesis  but  the  object  or  phenomenon  explaining  it 
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UNIOafTIFIiSD  FLYING  GDJ3CTS: 
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cannot  be  proven  to  have  been  present  or  talcen  place  at  the  recorded 
-ine  Oi  the  sighting. 

Late  in  1947 » the  Departnent  of  the  Air  i^orce  was  designated  as 
the  official  nechanisn  of  the  United  States  Government  for  investi- 
gating and  evaluating  reports  on  unexplained  flying  objects  and  of 
determining  any  latent  threat  to  the  national  security.  The  organiza- 
tion then  established,  known  for  many  years  as  Project  Blue  Book,  is 
charged  with  monitoring,  investigating,  documenting  and  evaluating 
alleged  UFO  sightings  within  the  continental  United  States. 

In  addition  to  Air  Force  in-house  efforts  to  document  and 
analyze  the  broad  spectrum  of  sightings,  special  non-govemnent  con- 
sultant panels  periodically  have  been  formed  to  review  investigatory 
procedures  and  findings  of  the  best  documented  UFO  cases.  Also,  an 
industrial  consultant  firm  was  directed  to  conduct  an  exhaustive 
examination  of  the  procedures  adopted  for  reducing  sighting  data  to 
a form  useable  in  later  statistical  manipulation  and  graphic  depiction 

The  published  findings  of  the  study  efforts,  both  by  the  Air 

>1  ' 

Force  and  independent  consultants,  contain  fivo  major  points: 

1.  UFO's  do  not  pose  a threat  to  the  nation; 

2.  UFO's  do  not  represent  developments  or  principles 
beyond  present-day  scientific  knowledge; 

I 

3.  There  is  no  evidence  of  extraterrestrial  vehicles 
under  the  control  of  an  intelligent  being; 

4-  There  is  no  evidence  of  physical  matter  left  behind 
by  a reported  UFC; 

5-  Some  snail  fraction  of  total  sightings  remain 
"unidentified . " 


Today,  numerous  unofficial  organizations  exist  which  collect  informa- 
tion and  publish  news  on  UFO  sightings.  Many  of  these  groups  allege  that 
the  Air  Force  is  not  revealing  all  of  the  truth  about  unidentified  flying 
objects.  No  evidence  of  such  concealment  has  been  developed.  However, 
to  strengthen  its  investigatory  capability,  the  Air  Force  has  announced 
that  a new  "blue  ribbon"  panel  of  scientists  has  been  appointed  to  con- 
duct an  independent,  comprehensive  study  of  data  pertaining  to  sightings 
that  30  far  have  been  denoted  as  "Unidentified. " 
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INTRODUCTION 


Shortly  after  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War,  the  inhabitants 
of  various  countries  reported  observing  unusual  aerial  phenomena.  The 
news  media  publicized  many  of  these  sightings  — including  opinions  as 

ril 

to  their  possible  extraterrestrial  origin  — and  a high  degree  of 
public  interest  developed » Although  numerous  reports  of  unexplained 

y 

flying  objects  were  reported  throughout  Europe  in  1946,  attention  in 
the  United  States  was  focused  on  the  subject  as  the  result  of  businessman 
Kenneth  Arnold,  flying  his  private  plane  on  June  24,  1947,  reporting 
that  he  had  ‘Steen  "a  chainlike  formation  of  disc-shaped  objects’*  near 
Mount  Rainier,  Washington r Due  to  the  wide  circulation  of  this  story, 
and  the  use  of  the  descriptive  phrase  "flying  saucers",  nationwide 
interest  qui-ckly  developed  and  was  sustained  by  numerous  other  alleged 
sightings  of  unidentified  flying  objects. 

"Unidentified  flying  objects,"  the  terms  used  in  all  official  and 
most  pxjpular  references  to  the  subject  today,  are  defined  by  the  United 


States  Air  Force  as  "any  ‘aerial  object  which  the  observer  is  unable  to 

i/ 


identify 
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Dr.  Carl  Sagan  of  the  Department  of  Astronomy,  Harvard 


University,  prefers  to  consider  "UPO"  as  a "generic  term  for  atmospheric 
phenomena,  detected  visually  or  by  radar,  of  a nature  not  immediately 

y 

understood. " 


THE  UNIDENTIFIED  FLYING  OBJECT 

It  is  not  possible  to  state  that  there  is  a "typical"  UPO  but,  as 
discussed  later,  such  aerial  phenomena  may  be  separated  into  several 
categories.  The  numerous  reports  on  sightings,  which  number  more  than 


. lO.noo  in  the  United  States  alone  for  the  period  19/.'?  throupjh  1965, 


have  been  deseriC'e.-:  by  Dr.  Donald  H. 


Met; 70 i Director  of  the  Harvard 

f 


University  Observatoi’y , as  '^a  neteroger.eous  covllootion  of  facts, 

’ 7/ 

I'iction,  and  loesses."  The  Ai.r  Force  indicates  that  reports  of 
unfamiliar  objects  in  the  sky  nave  been  made  by  a wide  range  of 
observers:  military  and  civilian  pilots,  amateur  astronomers,  house- 


DescriPtion  of  Various  Types  o f UFOs 

Descriptions  of  UTOs  cften  are  inavdeqnats  for  subsequent  explana- 
tion due  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  sighting  was  made,  the 
qualifications  of  the  observer,  or  tne  difficulty  of  translating  the 
elements  of  the  sighting  into  meaningful  terms » Basic  descriptive 
data  usually  are  expressed  in  these  categories  (with  examples) : 

Shape  (cigar;  propeller,  aircraft,  disc) 

Size  (vanes  widely) 

Color  (red,  green,  white,  etc) 

Motion  (hovering^  supersonic,  vertical,  zigzag) 

Means  of  propulsion  (unknown  flaming  exhaust  or 
none;  various  noises  oi"  silent) 

Incidence  (day  or  night,  seldom  ever  water  or 
touching  the  earth) 

Structure  (unJenown.  apparently  solid  to  ’’invisible”) ' 

Purpose  (unknown)  8/ 

Trends  in  Urf)  Activity 

Experience  derived  from  nearly  twenty  years  (post-1947)  of  UPO 

a 

sighting  activity  indicates  that  activity  may  he  reported  in  "waves” 
of  observations j,  sometimes  in  a localized  area.  The  activity  in  Europe 
IK  1946,  in  the  United  States  in  1952,  and  the  high  number  of  sightings 
in  1957  after  the  launching  of  Sputnik  reflect  such  patterns  (see  Figure  l). 
In  the  aftermath  of  the  Sputnik  I launching  in  October  of  1957,  official 


